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“In short, Hume was trying to say to readers that they were reading a kind of economic-philosophical work

different from any other that they were accustomed to.” (Chapter 1)

“Hume thought the style and form of expression of the ‘essay’ format best suited the social function of writing as

an intermediary between the worlds of learning and conversation.” (Chapter 2)

“Manners as the fundamental motivating force for economic development and civilization is logically identical

with the knowledge-producing pattern of economic development.” (Chapter 3)

“The problem of when, how, and for what purpose the so-called ‘Early Memoranda’ was compiled by Hume is
the kind of problem that will never permit any uncontroversial resolution. What is more certain is this: [it] reflects
Hume’s strong and consistent desire to pursue his new intellectual adventure of writing a systematic

discourse on political economy.” (Chapter 4)

“The enduring legacy of Hume for those after him was the powerful vindication of the philosophical, moral, and
political viability of modern civilized society. Hume’s triad of ‘industry, knowledge and humanity’ was certainly
what lay at the heart of this intellectual legacy.” (Chapter 5)

“The report about the review of Smith's book confirms Raynor's hypothesis, and the convincing case which

Raynor made independently confirms the credibility of Chalmers's report.” (Chapter 6)

“If Hume’s theory of commerce and liberty can be boiled down to a chain of ‘industry, knowledge, and humanity,’
then here we can confirm the persistent vitality of this Humean logic as one of the overlooked eighteenth-century

intellectual sources of the radical parliamentary reform in the nineteenth century.” (Chapter 7)

“Smith’s ‘impartial spectator’ and Fukuzawa’s ‘independence and self-respect’ were conceptions of an individual
autonomy that was supported by interaction in tension with others in a civilized society. Smith criticised the
narrow-minded nationalism and national prejudice of his day, and Fukuzawa fought against the ‘spiritless and

powerless’ intellectual climate of Japan.” (Chapter 8)

“Yoshihiko Uchida’s pioneering attempt to create a highly original view of this great Scottish thinker [Smith]
proves that classical texts can be infused with a new life by scholars who live through their own struggles, no

matter how distant they may be from the object of their study in space and time.” (Chapter 9)

“A possible dialogue between Smith and Fukuzawa so far reconstructed should certainly help Japanese people

redefine their individual as well as national identities in the globalized world.” (Chapter 10)
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